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ith of JUDGES and Part of the 27th VERSE. 


I have not finned againſt thee, but thou doeſt me wrong 
to war againſt me. 


— . A | 


Uron every inveſtigation it is apparent, that the de- 
ſtruction of his creatures can give no ſatisfattion to the 0 
Deity; yet ſuffering and death may be ſacrifices, on F 
the part of man, to his juſtice; not wantonly required, 

but neceſſarily ſubſequent to certain meaſures of 

offence. | 


Revelation inculcates, that war is a divine judg- 
ment, and that it is introduced, as. lightnings, earth- 
quakes, or een ene to ſweep the feeble nations to 


the duſt. 8 


5 "Viewed then as a penalty, and crimes will be pre- 
ſuppoſed ; for as an all- perfect nature cannot infli& 


puniſhment, where there has been Mp offence, when 
B 


bi; — n 1 5 4 4 1» 
by ” CAS gr WW Www b 1 1 
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there is an infliction, the certainty of offence is 


eſtabliſhed, 


Thus, conſidered and it diſcovers two cauſes ; 
either that both the involved parties have ſinned, and 
are to be chaſtized; or that one is to become, in the 
hands of the Almighty, a ſcourge unto the other. 


This latter ſenſe accounts for affertions in the Old 
Teſtament, which ſeem to repreſent God, as deſtroy- 
ing all nations before Ifrael, becaufe he had a favour 
_ unto them—makes it probable, that the nations de- 
ſtroyed had filled the meaſure of their iniquity—and | 
that the Jews poſſeſſed the divine favour, and became 
inſtruments of puniſhment, becauſe there were remain- 


ing amongſt them, ſome traces of religion and vir 
tue. 


Hence may be diſcovered the moſt deſi rable ground 
to ſtand upon, when war is inevitable; for, in pro- 

portion to the prevailing idea, that the agency and 
aggreſſion are with the other party, will be the provi- 
dential dependance for ſuccour and ſucceſs. 1h 


. 


(3) 

Jeptha, who ſpake the words of the text in a diſpute 

with the children of Ammon, had ſuch an advantage; 

for, after an impartial ſtatement of particulars on both 

des, he could with juſtice declare, I have not finned 

againſt thee, but thou doeſt me wrong to war againſt 
me. 


The firſt propoſition ſhall now be applied to Eng- 
land, —and the ſecond to France, with a direct view of 
producing this inference ; that not our offences, but 
their crimes having been the cauſe of war, we have 
every poſlible reaſon to confide in Providence, and to 
expect, that the Divine Bleſſing will crown 285 exer- 
tions until an honourable peace can be obtained. 


The firſt proof, that we have not ſinned againſt our 
adverſaries, or that we have neither been the agents 
or aggreſſors, is the neutrality obſerved by this 
country, from the appearance of rebellion on the con- 
tment. 


There cannot be a doubt, had our intentions been 


hoſtile, or our thirſt for blood, but there had been 


juſtice in an immediate declaration of war; for all 


(6) 


the reſentment, due to diſſimulation, perfidy, and in- 
gratitude, is due from this country to France: Its 
interference between us and our colonies, by which 
they were torn from our protection, had afforded a 
ſufficient precedent, —had warranted the ſevereſt mea- 
ſures,—and to any nation not poſleſſed of equal gene- 
roſity with the Engliſh, the opportunity had no ſooner 
been preſented, than the retaliation had been embraced, 


. 


When then, notwithſtanding former inſult and in- 
jury, we have been but ſilent ſpectators of their con- 
duct, whilſt they have lain“ their country upon the 
rack, and tortured it with every violence, which irre- 
ligion, deſperation, and madneſs could invent, there 
is ſufficient proof that a new conſtitution might have 
been eſtabliſhed, according with their wiſhes, had they 
confined themſelves within their own boundaries; nor 
would they have been moleſted by us,—unleſs they had 
adopted the mad ſcheme of compelling, by the ſword, 
other countries to receive their principles. It is un- 
deniable then from the time, we remained neutral, 
that we had no inclination to break the peace, con- 
ſequently can ſay to France, in the words of Ape to 


Ammon, I have not ſinned againſt thee. 
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OR Ts 
Another proof that we have not ſinned againſt them, 
or that we have neither been the agents or aggreſſors 
in promoting war, is the conduct of our miniſter, 


| It is well known at how critical a period he took the 


helm of ſtate, and to what imminent dangers it was ex- 


poſed, till, by ſetting before himſelf two grand points, 
as the moſt eligible and effectual to give relief— 


namely, a reduction of the national debt, and an abo- 


lition of taxes, he bent its ſails towards the haven of 


proſperity. 


There cannot then be a plainer fact, than that his 


ſyſtem was laid on the probable baſis of a laſting peace; 


becauſe war, by obſtructing the operation of its prin- 


ciples, muſt neceſſarily deprive the public, for a time, 
of the various benefits, which his meaſures were cal- 
culated to produce. 


When then public good has appeared, for ſome 


years, the clue of his conduct, credit ſhould be given, 
that it is the firſt wiſh of his heart; and then, in pro- 
portion to the degree, in which war was ſeen likely to 
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procaſtinate the bleſſings, before haſtening upon the 
people, muſt have been his reluctance to the adoption 
of ſuch a neceſſity. 


That he has uniformly been a friend to peace may 
be proved from very recent declarations, made in the 
national convention, of the neutral diſpoſition of the 
Engliſh ; and from his keeping off the unpleaſant cir- 
cumſtance (for I truſt England will not feel it a cala- 
mity) till compelled to oppoſition, by the commence- 
ment of hoſtilities, on the part or the enemy. 


Having Thewn that our leaders have had no inten- 
tion to wanton with the blood and treaſures of the 
nation, the meaſures of the miniſter being the mea- 
ſures of the majority of power, e can aſſert the ſame 
of the commonalty :>—for the conviction was ſo 
ſtrong in favour of peace, as the beſt intereſt of the 
country, that even, when the unanimous voice con- 
ſented, that Gallic inſolence could not any longer be 
born by Britiſh ears, without ſpirited efforts to chaſtize, 
there appeared a general reluctance to involving the 
land in war; —ſo that the French may be ſaid to have 
provoked the general will of the Engliſh to act againſt 


(9) 
the general will: conſequently, if the nation entered 
upon hoſtilities with regret, it is impoſſible to give a 


| ſtronger proof, that there was compulſion; and if 


compulſion, then, having neither been the agents or 


aggreſſors, we may aſſert with the nobleſt confidence, 


{ have not finned againſt thee. 


I ſhall now apply to France in a few remarks, the 


liter clauſe in the text—thou wn me wrong to war 
againſt me. 


England was ill treated by a declaration of war, in- 
aſmuch as our pacific diſpoſition was a favour to 


France; for the general inclination to peace, in this 


country, was to them an invaluable advantage: —it 


was therefore againſt honour and juſtice, liberality 
and kindneſs, that, in an enthuſiaſm for miſtaken liberty, 


oy have claſſed us with their foes. 


Had TI combiaintl] to Hüve — as at firſt, but 
to ſoften rigours, which they felt oppreſſive, and to 
have moderated, with juſt diſcrimination, to prevent 
an abuſe of power, ftrialy obſervant of reſpect to 
their ſovereign and the nobility, they had received con- 
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(10) 


ſiderable, if not univerſal approbation: Had they, 
as an enlightened people, really preferred the culti- 
vation of peace, and, influenced by a philanthropic 
reſolution, determined no more to make offenſive war, 
the heart under the influence of Chriſtianity had ap- 
plauded; but when no fixed principles governed their 
meaſures, and revolution ſucceeded revolution, —when 
from an oppreſſed people, deſiring only a redreſs 
of grievance, they overthrew the conſtitution, and, 
regardleſs of their earlier reſolves, burſt forth on all 
ſides on their peaceable neighbours ;—when, like 
barbarians, they ſcattered the face of nature with hu- 
man carcaſes, and levied intolerable contributions 
on the unfortunate, who fell into their hands, the 
exiſtance of communities and the balance of power 
required, that ſuch a career ſhould be checked ;—parti- 
cularly when an induſtrious people, our ally, was in 
danger of becoming a prey to an hoſt of lawleſs invaders; 
for there would have been a palpable defection from 
principle and honour, had not Britain extended her 
hand, in the moment of danger, to protect her friends, 
and to convince her enemies, that they were ſtrangely 
infatuated in ſuppoſing, that the ſurrounding nations 
would timidly bend to their yoke, or tamely ſubmit to 
be plundered and maſſacred. - 


=) 


The neceſſity of interference then, under ſuch com- 
pulſive circumſtances, ſhews them both the agents and 
aggreſſors; and conſequently juſtifies our aſſerting, as 
in the text, thou doeſt me wrong to war againſt me, 


To decree allo, that all monarchy is tyranny, and 
that all monarchs ſhould be deſtroyed, to encourage 
ſeditious men to attempt the overthrow of govern- 
ments, and declare themſelves ready to aſſiſt all, who 
ſhould feel themſelves given to change, were general 
inſults to every nation under ſuch a form of govern- 
ment :—and a declaration of war, becauſe their new 
national character was not immediately acknowledged, 
after the barbarous murder of their lawful ſovereign, 
was a particular inſult to this country, which every true 
Engliſhman muſt feel and novice, ſhould be 
ſpiritedly reſented. 


In WT for F rance, it has been aſſerted, that, 
when aſſiſtance in the cauſe of freedom was propoſed, 
thoſe countries only, were intended, in which ſimilar ſen- 
timents might have been the general will. This decla- 
ration, however, will not juſtify their conduct; becauſe 


the government of other countries cannot be their pro- 
vince, till called upon by the conſent of all nations to 
give laws to the world :—In fact, their intention by 
aſſiſtance was to excite rebellion, and their explana- 
tion, the general will, a ſubterfuge, when they per- 
ceived that they had miſcarried in diſturbing the tran- 
quility of their neighbours, and apprehended their 
reſentment.— As yet, however, no ſuch aſpect has 
appeared, nor can this country be reproached, that, 
at any time, its general well has favoured ſuch de- 
ſtructive meaſures : and if not, upon their own ex- 
planation, what have they to do with us ?—or why 
have they declared themſelves at war?——Surely there 
is a famine in Canaan, and they ſeek a Goſhen,— 
their country ts become unto them deſolate, and they are 
ſtriving to enlarge their borders,—they are vagabonds 
upon the face of the earth, and wiſh to prowl for 
plunder, in the habitations of the induſtrious and 


wealthy. 


If ever then there were a time, when the cauſes of 
war were generally ſatisfactory, it is the preſent, when 
atheiſts, barbarians, regicides, and men, who declare 
that children, like beaſts, may forget their parents 


(13) 
and be forgotten, are endeavouring, after having 
obliterated from themſelves the traces of a poliſhed 
nation, to involve, in one common ruin, the whole 
world, 


| Surely, againſt ſuch a banditti a ſtand ſhould be 
made with inflexible determination, and perfect una- 
nimity.— There ſhould not be an individual a diſſen- 
8 who are, ſhould feel and act as Engliſhmen, 
that every poſſible exertion may be contributed to 
give ſtrength and effect to ſuch meaſures, as the wiſdom 
of government may think proper to adopt againſt our 
enemies, under a full conviction that we have not 


fi nned againſt them, but that they have done "Og 
in Making war agarnſt Us, 


From this ſtatement of facts, it muſt appear, that we 
have been forced into every ſtep taken; and, having 
neither been the agents or aggreſſors, may hope, that 
we are not the nation to be puniſhed; but the nation 
in the hand of God to chaſtize ; conſequently have 
every poſſible reaſon to expect, that our exertions 
will be crowned with the Divine Bleſſing, until a an 1 ho- 

| nourable peace can be obtained. e 


vernment, by a chearful obedience to the laws, and by 


( 14 ) 


The legiſlature, wiſely conſidering, that the race is 
not to the ſwift, nor the battle to the ſtrong, has ſet 
apart this day for prayer, humiliation and faſting ;— 


that a juſt God may reſpect the dependance of his 


creatures in a juſt cauſe, and go forth with our fleets 
and armies, therr leader and their ſtrength, 


The propriety of the appointment is obvious ; for 
war, conſidered as divine anger impending guilty na- 
tions, is moſt likely to be averted by ſincere penitence. 


Let us firſt humble ourſelves before God for our 
perſonal offences, and the ſins of our country, reſolv- 
ing, by his grace, ſo to improve his long-ſuffering and 


mercy, that they may produce in us repentance and 


amendment; let us lament with the deepeſt ſorrow 
the dreadful calamities of the continent; where moral 


evil hath drawn the ſword, but to ſtain it with human 


blood; and let us pray, through Jeſus Chriſt, for the 


peace of Jeruſalem, that it may proſper in all nations. 


It will alſo be neceſſary, after having committed 


our cauſe to God, to place full confidence in go- 


(15) 

a firm adherence together, until property and perſonal 
ſecurity be ſufficienty protected; for however, in re- 
ligious and political ſentiments, we may diſagree, a 
time of danger is not a time for ſuch diſcuſſions; then, 
when wives, children, and fortunes are at ſtake, every 
Engliſhman ſhould ſhew himſelf a hero, and determine 
to preſerve them or periſh, ED 


At the ſame time alſo that we bow to the Father of 
Mercies, through Jeſus Chriſt, for the pardon of 
our fins, and that we acknowledge, both individually 
and nationally, that we deſerve calamity, let us be 
perſwaded, that, in the preſent cafe, we have extra- 
ordinary encouragement ; and as the veteran, who 
takes the ſword, and expoſes his life, as well as the 
ſtateſman at home, who deſigns his operations, —the 
miniſter, whoſe duty it is to pray for his country and 
its freedom, as well as the merchant, whoſe ſtores are 
the ſinews of its ſtrength, are all ſatisfied that the 
cauſe is juſt ; there is every reaſon to hope, under the 
direction of infinite wiſdom, that our exertions will 
propitiouſly terminate. 1 5 1 9 8 


1 
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Leet us then believe chat the Lord of Hoſts is with us, 
that our ſword is in his hand, and his approbation in 
our cauſe: Dependant on his ſtrength may we go for- 
ward, until he bring forth conqueſt unto victory, and 
drive our enemies to their gates: Then, in the grate- 
ful acclamations of ſueceſs, may we return to ſit down 
in peace under our own vine and ligtree Happy in 
our king and conſtitution, -happy in the free exerciſe 
of our religion, happy in the charmiug intercourſes 
of moral, ſocial and domeſtic pleaſure, and happy in 
che active cultivation of all that can inſpire: to "riches 
and honour — virtue and morality to friendſhip | 

and religion: Thus, reſpected abroad, and united at 
home, the evening of life will be ſerene; peace will be to 
our walls, plenteouſneſs to our dwellings, and we ſhall 
tranſmit to our ſons and to our daughters a land, the 
glory of the earth, and both civil and e 258 
5 ee the moſt valuable in the Wund. 
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THE END. 
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